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Basic principles

“Aliquid stat pro aliquo”
“Something stands for something else”

(Aristotle, cornerstone of medieval scholasticism)

symbols have a 
substitutional character
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Basic principles
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Definition

SEMIOTICS
Charles William Morris (1901–1979)

own movement within pragmatism

semantics

the study of meaning (content of a symbol)

logical syntax

correlation between symbols

pragmatism

interpretation of symbols

Charles Sanders Peirce (1839–1914)

Founder of semiotic studies

icon = resemblance, Greek: “image”

   loudspeaker

index = indication, Lat.: “forefinger”

   if “fire“, then “danger“

Symbol = convention,

  Gr.: “something jointed”

   car manufacturer
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Definition

EVALUATIONFRUTIGER
sign

  pirates 

  (affiliation)

signal

  hazard note

  signs (warning)

symbol (values, beliefs)

  Hells Angels 

  (reckless)

unambiguousness

memorability

reproducibility

conciseness

Adrian Frutiger, born 1928
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Signs and identity

brands

crests / emblems

noble houses

flags

country / state

graffiti

signature
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Guidance systems

signs

guides

traffic lights

pedestrian lights

architecture

buildings

acoustic signals
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Body symbols

tattoos

body art

gang symbols (jail)

fashion

religious clothing 

traditional costumes

uniforms (police, army, …)

gestures

sign language (ASL, divers, …)

body / posture

meditation

three wise monkeys (Japan)
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Ambiguity

Mercedes (1926) 

medieval symbol of trinity

Mitsubishi (Japanese family emblem, 1870)

nordic symbol for divine omnipotence

Hakenkreuz (symbol adopted by German 

nationalists,1920)

swastika (clockwise: luck)
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Categories

LOCAL GLOBALSEMIGLOBAL
Barfüßer

Berg Bier

Alb-Gold

Gold Ochsen

Meissen

Tress

setec

Lautertal-Plastic

Walter-Hartmetall

Liebherr

Voith

Gardena

Hartmann

Atmel

Coca-Cola

Mercedes

McDonalds

Nokia

Nike

Ikea

Apple

Levi‘s

Microsoft

Shell

Nestle
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Local or global?
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History

1900

1955

1948

1999

1930

1995

1909

1971

1904

1961

Shell Founded in 1833 as a company importing 

seashells for decoration purposes.
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History

London 1868 1971GDR 1956Germany
1939

Italy 1896

Stop sign

SomaliaRussiaJapan

CTO
S T O P

Exceptions:

Korea

Morocco

China

Colombia

Mongolia

Cambodia

Thailand

Turkey
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International relevance
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Origin of the pedestrian lights symbol (Ampelmännchen)

1933 first pedestrian lights in Copenhagen

1937 introduction to Berlin

1952 pedestrian lights with the words

 „Wait“ and „Walk“

1961 Karl Peglau developed in the GDR

 the Ampelmännchen

1990 the dismounting of Eastern German   

 Ampelmännchen leads to protests 

2004 Ampelfrau (female Ampelmännchen)

2005 only GDR Ampelmännchen in Berlin
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AMPELMANN GmbH

Headquarters:

 Berlin

1996:

 first product

1999:

 establishment of

 AMPELMANN GmbH

Founders:

 Barbara Ponn und

 Markus Heckhausen

Employees:

 60

Roadsign® Australia

1985:

 first product

2007:

 online shop

Founder:

 Roger Carthew

merchandising object
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Art Theory – Jasper Johnes (1930)
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Art Theory - René Magritte (1898–67)
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Semiotics

Thought or 

Reference

object, thing
(Referent)

symbol

refers to

stands for

sy
m

bo
liz

es

symbol

using the example of a tree

referent (object)

iconicity

meaning
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Haptic signs

Haptic Signs

Example:

A deal is sealed by shaking hands! 

Factors:

form, weight, structure, temperature, consistency 

and function of objects
img 36



FROTSCHER, Sven; FROTSCHER, Birgit : 5000 Zeichen und Symbole der Welt. 1. Aufl. Halle : Haupt Verlag, 2006, S. 18

Summarization

Which disciplines
use the term

SYMBOL
and who are their 

main representatives?

Psychoanalysis
Michelle Arrivé
Garth Gillan

Sociology
George Herber Mead
Pierre Bourdieu

Semiotics
Charles Sanders Peirce
Jacques Lacan
Julia Kristeva
Charles W. Morris
Louis Hjelmslev

Aesthetics
George Ferguson
Ernst H. Gombrich
Mieczyslaw Wallis
Götz Pochat

Philsosophy
and Hermeneutics
Ernst A. Cassirer
Alfred North Whitehead
Jacques Durand
George Friedrich Wilhelm Hegel
Immanuel Kant

Anthropology
Mary Douglas
Raymond Firth
Dan Sperber
Victor Turner
Roy Wagner

Theology
Micea Eliade

Poetry
Jacques Pohl
Tzwetan Todorov
René Wellek
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